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Extract from ** Co-operative News,'' May 17th, 1890. 

^^^JHE celebrations of the "coming of age " of the above 
l^^^j society at the Central (Manchester) and Newcastle 
f^KlM; ^^^"^^ *o®^ place on Saturday, May loth^ i8go, 
•^^ and were marked by the same enthusiasm and 
success as attended the London Branch celebration 
on the previous Saturday. The largest gathering, 
of course, was at Manchester, and this would have 
been larger still could a larger and convenient room 
have been got. In this case the invitations were 
confined to shareholders and a few guests, and it 
is intended to give a treat to such of the workpeople as are 
not shareholders in the course of a feyv weeks. The 
invitation cards, programme, and history of the society are 
artistic productions worthy of its typographical reputation. 
The history, compiled by Mr. Thomas Hayes, of Crumpsall, 
an ex-president of the society and a present member of the 
committee, contains thirty -one photographs of the officers in 
Manchester, Newcastle, and London, and seven drawings of 
buildings. The year 1879, which saw the birth of the society, 
is described as one of great co-operative activity. In that 
year the first annual Congress was held in London. A few 
working men in Manchester, connected with the printing 
business, originated this society, which began work in Balloon 
Street, near its best patron, the Wholesale Society, to which, 
and the stores and trades unions, they were much indebted. 
The rules made provision for the payment of bonus on wages. 
The first report by the committee expressed the hope that a 
co-operative newspaper might be established. This was soon 
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realised in the Co-operative News^ which was for many years 
printed by the society. The compiler says : " We rejoice that 
the co-operative movement has a journal of its own, which, 
for the quality of its contents, quantity, and price, takes front 
rank among class journals." The guests at Manchester 
included many veteran co-operators, and the company 
generally represented the co-operative movement in its 
various phases of distribution, production, organisation, and 
propaganda, and last, but not least, the department typified 
by the pen, the press, and the platform : — 

The Pea and the Press, blest alliance! combined 
To soften the heart and enlighten the mind, 
For that to the treasnres of knowledge gave birth^ 
And this sent them forth to the ends of the earth. 
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HIM ALIOS 8WINDELHT7BBT. 



Mlia SVELTN ABOHEB. 



GLEE PA&TT: Henri. J. H. GBBEinirOOD, J. BOBINBOir, J. PEERS, 

and J. W. HALTBT. 

HVHOKIBT : Hr. J. H. GREENWOOD. YIOLIMIST : Hr. A. VICKERB. 

PIANIST: Hr. J. L. VICKSR8. 

aelectUmi of Instrumental Music tcHl he given at interrala during the evening by 
Me$8r». J. L. and A. VICKER8. 

OVERTURE Messrs.]. L. and A. VicKERS. 

CHAIRMAN'S REMARKS - - Mr. S. L. CHADWIGK. 

GLEE .. " Here's Life and Health to England's Queen" (Hollingworth) 

Glee Party. 

SONG . . . . "I dreamt I dwelt in Marble Halls " . . . . (Balfe) 

Miss SWINDELHURST. 

HUMOROUS SKETCH Mr. J. H. Greenwood. 

DUET . . . . •• The Moon has raised her Lamp " . . (Benedict) 
Messrs. Robinson and Peers. 

SONG " The Night Watch " Pinsuti 

Mr. Maltby. 

RECITATION .. " God Bless thi Silver Yure " 

Mr. H. Barnes. 

SONG "Auntie" 

Miss Archer. 

SONG "The Pilgrim of Love" Bishop 

Mr. Robinson. 

ADDRESS GEO. HOWELL, Esq., M.P. 

GLEE " In a Cell or Cavern Deep " Parry 

Glee Party. 



INTERVAL OF TEN MINUTES. 

DUET (Violin and Piano) Messrs. J. L. and A. Vickers. 

GLEE " The Isles of Greece " Dr. J. Smith 

Glee Party. 

SONG " Bid me discourse " Bishop 

Miss Swindelhurst. 
« SUGGESS TO THE PRINTING SOGIETY,"- 

Proposed by Mr. E. Y. NEALE. 

SONG "So, Sir Page" Mozart 

Mr. Peers. 

SONG "Uncle John" 

Miss Archer. 
- - - Mr. H. R. SLATTER, J.P. 

. . . Roeckel 



RESPONSE 



SONG "The Skippers of St. Ives'' 

Mr. Maltby. 
"THE GO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT,'*- 

Proposed by Mr. T. HAYES. 

HUMOROUS SKETCH Mr. J. H. Greenwood 

RESPONSE Mr. J. T. W. MITGHELL. 

SONG "Waiting" H.Millard 

Miss Swindelhurst. 

QUARTETTE .. "When Evening's Twilight" Hatton 

Glee Party. 
GOD SAVE THE QUEEN. 
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On Saturday, May loth, 1890, the Co-operative Printing 
Society had a festive gathering in Manchester, in celebration 
of the society's " coming of age.** The place of meeting was 
the Wholesale Society's Hall, Balloon Street, which was 
adorned with flowers and plants. There was a full attendance, 
and a joyous evening was spent, with the aid of a substantial, 
an abundant, and a well -served tea, music, recitations, and 
congratulatory speeches. Mr. S. L. Chadwick (president of 
the society) occupied the chair, and performed his duties in a 
cheery and hearty manner. The chairman was supported by 
Mr. Geo. Howell, M.P., Mr. H. R. Slatter, J.P. (the first 
president of the society), Mr. E. V. Neale, Mr. J. T. W. 
Mitchell, Mr. Ben Brierley, Mr. W. Strawn, and Mr. J. 
Bradley (London), Mr. Tweedale, Mr. Hayes, Mr. O. Lees, 
and other officers of the society. Mr. W. Johnson (secretary) 
was kept away by illness. 

The chairman read a telegram from Mr. Schwann, M.P., 
sent from Bristol, conveying hearty congratulations and good 
wishes for continued prosperity. Another message was 
received from the meeting at Newcastle, announcing it to be 
** a great success." A similar reply was telegraphed to New- 
castle of the Manchester meeting. A letter was read from 
Councillor Pingstone, the first auditor of the society, written 
at Llandudno, recalling pleasant reminiscences of his early 
connection with the society, and honouring it for having faith- 
fully maintained the principle that labour is entitled to share 
the profit it creates. 

The Chairman gave a hearty welcome to this festive 
gathering, which commemorated a red-letter day in the history 
of the Co-operative Printing Society — the twenty-first anni- 
versary of its happy nativity. Personifying the society as a 
man in the full vigour of twenty-one, the chairman said he was 
sound in limb and lung, and it would be his own fault if he did 



^4 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 






i^ 



'p 



not make the best of the capital heritage provided for him. The 
capital of the society, including reserve fund, exceeded ;f 30,000 
— not a bad beginning for a young man. The buildings and 
machinery were worth ;f4o,ooo, though put down at only 
;f 19,000. The history of the society was most cheering ; its 
difficulties had been overcome manfully, and victory had been 
achieved. He hoped that this delightful meeting would incite 
to further exertion, and produce increased prosperity. (Cheers). 
Mr. George Howell, M.P. for Bethnal Green, who was 
introduced as a " true friend of the working classes," said he 
was exceedingly gratified at the success of the Co-operative 
Printing Society, which exemplified the truth of the motto 
on the wall, '* In things essential, unity; in things doubtful, 
liberty; in all things, charity." Those words express the 
whole philosophy of co-operative association. In the south 
they did not fully understand the power and vitality of the 
co-operative movement, or carry out the principles of co- 
operation as thoroughly as the people in the north. He 
rejoiced in the success of the co-operative movement, because 
it is founded on mutual help. Another good motto he saw 
before him was •* Labour and wait." We must sow the seed 
and then wait for the harvest. Some people want to reap the 
harvest before the seed is sown. He had no sympathy with 
those who expected the millenium of labour without self-help 
and self-reliance, as embodied in the associative principle. 
What one man cannot do single-handed, many men can 
accomplish when united. Considering the difficulties in the 
way of co-operative productive societies, it was a wonder these 
societies had succeeded so well ; but some people can always 
remember failures better than successes. He found from the 
*' Annual " that the capital of the co-operative movement 
exceeded ;£" 12,000 ,000, and the trade was over ;f34.ooo,ooo. 
The great success of the co-operative principle was inducing 
financial people in London to imitate our movement. He 
regarded the success of the printing department of co-operation 
as most encouraging. He saw none of the seeds of decay in 
the Co-operative Printing Society, which had flourished for 
twenty-one years. The little acorn had become the sturdy oak. 
The very slowness of its growth had consolidated its power. 
Dividend had been paid for seventeen years, and it had averaged 
8^ per cent. A larger dividend might have been paid, but good 
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provision had been made for reserve and depreciation. This 
society had set an example to the whole world, and helped to 
solve the labour question by sharing profits with the workers. 
As a trade unionist, he believed in a ** fair day's wage for a fair 
day's work," but if trade unionism and co-operation had been 
based upon the selfish principle of doing as little work as 
possible and getting as much as possible for it, these move- 
ments would not have become such a power in the world. He 
had not lost faith in human nature, and in that unselfish spirit 
which founded the co-operative and labour movements, not for 
the benefit of the few, but for the good of untold generations 
to come. The labour problem would not be solved in the 
flighty manner of some people who wanted everything to be 
done for them. He would not care to have even the best 
things of life doled out by a State-made shovel as if feeding a 
machine. A man's labour is valuable to himself and beneficial 
to society in proportion to the energy, knowledge, and skill 
put into his work. The Co-operative Printing Society was 
helping to remedy our industrial difficulties in the co-operative 
way, by accumulating capital, doing excellent work, paying 
fair wages, adding thereto a bonus, and even sparing some- 
thing for benevolent objects. The history of this society 
showed working men how they may solve the labour problem, 
if only true to themselves. Those who only abuse trade unions 
and co-operation will not make the world better. Grumbling 
is easy. A fool can ask more ugly questions in five minutes 
than a wise man can answer in an hour. Co-operators have 
learned that capital has its difficulties, as well as labour. 
There are two sides to the question of capital and labour, 
and the best way to understand it is to become employers 
ourselves on the principle of co-operation. He rejoiced that 
the Co-operative Printing Society had succeeded so well. The 
excellence of its printing and binding showed that the men 
took a pride in their work, and they need not fear rivals in any 
part of the country. The more of this feeling there was, both 
amongst employers and employed, the better it would be for 
us all. England got bad repute for her shoddy goods, and 
must retrieve her good name by producing good work; we 
shall then be able to compete with the world. The society 
was doing excellent things, and he wished it God speed. 
(Applause.) 
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-^ ^ Mr. E. V. Neale, who was designated by the chairman as 
*' The Grand Old Man of the Co-operative Movement," pro- 
posed ** Success to the Co-operative Printing Society." Mr. 
Neale said it gave him the greater pleasure to propose this 
sentiment, because in the interest of another society he had, 
two or three years ago, to assist in taking from it the printing 
of the Co-operative News. It was pleasing to know that the 
Newspaper Society and the Printing Society were both 
flourishing. Undoubtedly the Co-operative News had benefited 
by the change, and from the excellent history of the Printing 
Society it appeared that the Printing Society had not been 

^ injured thereby. That was a peculiar satisfaction to him, 

because from the constitution of the Co-operative Printing 
Society, it was one of the few productive societies which 
upheld the claims of the worker to participate in the profits of 
his work, and he would have been very sorry if the society 
had suffered. According to the analogy of human life, this 
society had attained to *' years of discretion." The epithet 
was not very well chosen in regard to men, who often did very 
foolish things on attaining their majority ; but if a society did 
not possess discretion in its infancy it would never attain its 
majority. This coming-of-age celebration was, therefore, a 

^^3 proof that the society had exercised discretion. When he 
came to Manchester in 1873 the stock of the society was nearly 
as large as its trade; in the second half-year of i88g the 
^ business was ;f 27,000 and the stock only ;£'5,36o, not one-fifth 

part. This proved that the society had not become indiscreet 
as it had grown old, but its discretion had increased with its 
years. There was another contrast between the life of man 
and the life of this society. A man at twenty-one is in 
possession of his full strength. With advancing years he 
loses something of his elasticity and buoyancy, but gains in 
energy and firmness until he gets to forty or fifty ; and then 
pitiless time begins every year to take away something, until 
at last, when a man reached his (Mr. Neale's) advanced age he 
was only a fragment of what he had been. But with societies 
the case was different. There was in London a great institution 
which was founded by the favourite minister of William III., 
more than 200 years ago, called the Bank of England. An 
uncle, who paid great attention to matters of currency, told 
him (Mr. Neale) that he possessed an advertisement in which 
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the Bank of England asked for the name of the person who 
wickedly endeavoured to produce a run upon the bank by 
sending in ten ;£'io notes to be cashed in one day. (Laughter.) 
The Bank of England would not care much for such a ** run '* 
now. For 200 years its strength had increased with the great 
city and empire of which it was the commercial centre. Other 
institutions in England had flourished for longer periods. The 
college at Oxford University, where he was brought up, cele- 
brated its 500th anniversary a little before he went there; and 
a humorous song was sung, written by the father of Judge 
Hughes, in half Latin, half English, of which the burden was 
that *' man's life, alas I is very short 'twixt the graveyard and 
the nursery," and that ** 500 years must pass away without 
one such anniversary." He hoped, though we shall not live 
to see it, that the Co-operative Printing Society would go on 
prospering for 500 years to come, and that at the end of that 
time some writer would compose as good a song to celebrate 
its 500th anniversary as the father of Judge Hughes wrote to 
celebrate the 500th anniversary of his college at Oxford. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. Slatter responded on behalf of the society, of which 
he was one of the founders, and said he felt it an honour to 
have his name associated with the sentiment of ** Success to 
s the Co operative Printing Society." He was one of those 
present at the birth and baptism of the society, and had enjoyed 
the satisfaction of seeing it grow up to health and strong 
maturity. Like most children it had certain of the ailments to 
which flesh is heir, but on the whole it had a healthy childhood, 
a vigorous youth, and had attained to a robust and healthy 
manhood. Those who started the society had no expectation 
that it would ever reach its present magnitude, or that its 
success would become so great. For that success they were 
almost entirely indebted to the support received from 
co-operative societies. So anxious were the stores to support 
the Printing Society, they sent orders before the society had 
opened its premises, and these orders had to be sent to other 
printing offices. On the platform were gentlemen who 
represented institutions which had given wonderful help to the 
society. Mr. Neale had been an undeviating supporter in 
every possible way. Mr. Neale had not only the will but the 
power to do the society a great amount of good, and it was 
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never withheld. The same was true of Mr. Mitchell, the 
president of the Wholesale Society, in whose magnificent 
premises they were assembled. The Wholesale Society had 
given the Printing Society the most staunch and loyal support. 
From the first the Printing Society determined that their work 
should be good work, that there should be nothing shabby or 
shoddy about it, and when the quality of their work was con- 
sidered, the prices would bear comparison with those of any 
firm of printers in the country. Some co-operative societies 
retained the vices of the old competitive system, requiring 
estimates for small orders, causing waste of time, money, and 
energy. It would be far better for all concerned if more 
confidence were shown. He had heard gentlemen at Co- 
operative Congresses talk grandly about co-operation, who in 
their individual capacity carried out the competitive principle 
in the most extreme and mean manner for the sake of a few 
pence. His old friend, Mr. Howell, was a good judge of 
printing, and their work satisfied his critical taste. Having 
attained to a vigorous manhood, he hoped the society would 
flourish to a healthy old age. It would depend upon the 
officers of the society and the shareholders whether or not it 
continued to succeed. If the members and friends of the 
^^ society gave their support, the excellent manager and the 
.^ committee would do their best to produce work that would be 
^ satisfactory to their customers, and an advantage and credit 
(2) to the society. They had the best grounds for confidence 
that the society had yet before it an immense future of 
usefulness and good for the co-operative movement, setting 
an example to the working classes not to be led away by 
phantoms, but to keep to the solid, sound, and sure path of 
the Co-operative Printing Society, which they could follow 
with perfect safety. (Applause.) 

Mr. Hayes proposed "The Co-operative Movement," the 
history of which he sketched from the time of the Rochdale 
Pioneers, who enjoyed the advantage — not universally 
possessed by members of co-operative societies — of being 
the inheritors of faith in the movement from those who had 
gone before. It was this faith which enabled them to achieve 
such a great success, aided by the publication of Mr. Holyoake's 
history, which was read in cottages all over Lancashire and 
Yorkshire. The consequence was that in very many villages 
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working men determined to co-operate, and numbers of 
co-operative stores were established. Then the Wholesale 
was formed. He had a vivid recollection of one of the 
preliminary conferences which was held on Christmas Day, 
in 1859, under a railway arch in Hewitt Street, Gaythorn. 
It was a bitterly cold winter's day, the stove smoked badly, 
and the tea was cold — a great contrast to the present pleasant 
gathering. The progress of co-operation had been surprising. 
There are now about a million members of co-operative 
societies, making, on the average of four to a family, four 
million people connected with the co-operative organisation. 
This is an immense growth to have reached in fifty years ; but 
it ought to have been greater. There are ways in which 
co-operative propaganda might be worked which would make 
our progress much more rapid. Mr. Hayes compared the 
capita] of co-operative societies with the capital of the ra'lway 
companies of Great Britain, to show that we were far behind 
in amount and rate of increase. In the four years preceding 
1885, railway capital increased seventy millions, and co-operative 
capital four millions. He wondered how long it would take us 
to overtake the railway interest at that rate. Co-operative 
propaganda had, therefore, a glorious field of work before it, 
and he hoped some steps would be taken to increase our rate 
of progress. The classes for teaching the principles and aims 
of co-operation are capable of accomplishing much good. 
We must endeavour to impart to young men and maidens 
a clear view of the advantages that co-operation is capable 
of producing for the benefit of the present and future 
generations. The Rochdale Pioneers had faith that co-opera- 
tion, properly and thoroughly carried out, would go far to 
make this world a paradise ; and this faith was the ground of 
their earnestness. We must cultivate the same spirit of faith 
and earnestness if we would increase our rate of progress. He 
would quote, in conclusion, the noble words of Mr. Neale at 
Cambridge last Whit-week, when the co-operators were 
hospitably entertained by the officials of the University. Mr, 
Neale said: "Our instruments of action are necessarily material, 
but our aims touch the highest sphere of human activity 
by addressing themselves to the profound principle of moral 
will. We seek to make men richer by making them better, to 
banish fraud from commerce, and to transmute in the ordinary 
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affairs of life the bitterness of competitive struggle into the 
nobleness of a generous emulation. We seek to abate the 
flood of misery by stopping its springs, to equalise possession 
by gradually removing the causes of its great inequality, 
and to convert the productive powers of mankind into the 
source of general well-being." (Applause.) 

Mr. Mitchell responded to the sentiment. He regarded 
the co-operative movement as one of the most vital questions 
of the time in which we live, and believed it was destined to 
improve the social condition of humanity in every class of 
society, doing no harm to the rich, benefiting the poorest, and 
doing as much good as possible to the middle class. Every 
day he became more and more impressed with the conviction 
that co-operators must take an interest not merely in our 
own movement, but bring the power of their influence to bear 
upon every department of life which affects our material 
interests and the advancement of society generally. Co-oper- 
ators should feel that the power is within their grasp to 
entirely change the social and industrial life of the present 
day. Mr. Mitchell referred to the powerful influence exercised 
by the railway companies, and to their great expenditure on 
land and law, which must materially increase the cost of 
carrying goods, and thus curtail the profit and progress of 
co-operation by burdening the industries of the people. He 
approved of a reform in our land laws, so that this class of 
property might be transferred without its present enormous 
cost of conveyance. Viewed in its broadest aspect, the 
co-operative movement is part of a great social, political, 
moral, and intellectual force for the elevation of the industrial . 
classes. (Applause.) 

Hearty thanks were accorded to Mr. Howell for his address, 
and to the chairman for presiding. 

During the evening Mr. Barnes (manager of the society) 
gave an admirable recitation of Edwin Waugh's poem, " God 
Bless Thi Silver Yure." Mr. J. Robinson (a member of the 
board) formed one of a capital glee party, and also sang 
Bishop's " Pilgrim of Love." The other members of the 
musical party were Miss Swindelhurst, Miss Archer, and 
Messrs. J. L. and A. Vickers, J. H. Greenwood, J. Peers, and 
J. W. Maltby. 
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Mxtraet from, ** Co-operative News,** May 17th, 1890, 

In the well-appointed dining hall of the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society, Waterloo Street, Newcastle, the ** coming 
of age " of the Co-operative Printing Society was socially and 
enthusiastically celebrated on Saturday, May loth, 1890. An 
excellent dinner was served to the large company of guests, 
who were representative of co-operative societies in many parts 
of the north of England ; and each person as he entered the 
hall was presented with the well bound and admirably printed 
history of the Printing Society. Mr. John Shotton (chairman 
of the Newcastle Branch) presided, and there was a large 
audience, including several ladies. The chairman was supported 
on the platform by Mr. John Nixon, Mr. Bailey, Councillor Rule 
(Gateshead), Mr. Thirlaway (Gateshead), Mr. G. Boult, Mr. 
T. W. W. Ritson, Mr. Howat, Mr. W. A. Lowery, Mr. George 
Bell, and Mr. T. H. Ashforth (manager of the Newcastle 
Branch). 

The Chairman, who was received with loud applause, said 
they had met that afternoon to celebrate the twenty-first 
anniversary of a society which had been one of the most 
^successful undertakings they had tried in the productive line 
so far. (Applause.) It commenced in i86g, through the 
influence of a few old co-operators in Manchester, and he was 
glad to say that there was present at that gathering one who 
was closely connected with the first board. He alluded to 
their esteemed friend, Mr. H. R. Bailey. (Applause.) In 
1873, like all large families, the Manchester Society began to 
branch off, and it branched off to Newcastle to begin with. 
They were not yet of age in Newcastle, but they were big 
boys — (laughter) — and they thought that as north country 
fellows were very strong — were pretty good men — at eighteen, 
they would have their majority celebrated that day as well. 
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>iZ>^' (Laughter and applause.) In Newcastle they had had good 
support from Manchester, and they had been well supported 
by the Newcastle Branch of the Wholesale Society. Man- 
chester, he thought, however, was better situated for trade 
union work than they were in the north of England. They 
had some very staunch friends in the north, but they had not 
so many as they ought to have. (Hear, hear.) If they could 
get more trade unions to come to get their printing done with 
them, he felt certain that the trade unions would never regret 
it. They recognised trade unionism in their movement ; they 
were nearly all trade unionists who were connected with it, and 
surely they ought to have a little more work from trade unions. 
(Hear, hear.) They wanted more co-operative societies, too. 
They did not want capital ; they wanted a larger membership 
and a larger trade, and then Newcastle would perhaps do as 
well as Manchester. He was glad to state that during the 
last half-year nearly the whole of the employes at the New- 
castle works had taken up shares. (Applause.) He was 
obliged to those who had done so, and he hoped that in the 
future it would be a place that was worked by those who were 
both shareholders and employes. (Loud applause.) 

Mr. H. R. Bailey, in the course of an excellent speech, 
said during the twenty-one years that had elapsed since the 
Printing Society was commenced they had had their ups and 
downs. They had begun with a small concern and had now 
their large society. He believed, however, that they had 
more fire and more enthusiasm twenty-one years ago than 
they had now ; they seemed more inclined to go ahead than 
they were now. He was glad to know that they had still in 
connection with the Printing Society one old familiar face— it 
was that of his friend, Mr. G. Owen. (Applause.) Mr. Owen 
was his (Mr. Bailey's) foreman when he was at the bookbinding, 
and they used to talk over together the desirability of having 
a Co-operative Printing and Bookbinding Society. Well, the 
society had come, and it had been a success. (Applause.) He 
would not, however, like to see them get over greedy. They 
now paid lo per cent to capital, but he would not care if they 
paid only 5 per cent. They should not strive so much after 
big profits as to improve trade and to improve the wages of 
their employes. He believed that the female labour especially 
was ill paid, and he would like if the directors could see their 
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way to pay the females more wages, and so encourage them 
in their work. He hoped the society would receive more 
support from co-operators and trade unionists in the north 
than it had hitherto received, and that in the future it would 
do better even than it had done in the past for the interests of 
the shareholders at large. (Cheers.) 

Mr. John Nixon (secretary of the Newcastle Branch) 
thanked Mr. Bailey for the kind words he had uttered. Mr. 
Bailey had on all occasions done his best for them. Allusion 
had been made to trade unionism, but he was glad to say that 
nothing on that head could be said against Northumberland. 
When the movement began, the Northumberland Miners' 
Association had taken up 200 shares, and they had got all 
their printing done at the works ; and from his knowledge of 
other concerns he was persuaded that the work was done as 
well and as cheaply as at any other place. (Applause.) 
Durham trade unionism had a large amount of printing to do, 
and he did think their co-operative friends in that county 
might help the Printing Society. (Hear, hear.) 

Councillor T. Rule (Gateshead) said at Gateshead they 
were not shareholders in the Printing Society, but they had a 
great interest in it, because they got their printing done by it, 
and the Printing Society did exceedingly well for them. One 
quarter they thought they could do better, and they had their 
printing done elsewhere ; but they found out it would not do 
— (laughter) — and they were glad to get back to the old 
quarter. (Laughter.) He trusted the society would go on 
increasing its success. 

Mr. W. J. HowAT (Newcastle-on-Tyne Co-operative Society), 
in some eloquent remarks, said the co-operative movement 
had been spoken of in high terms in many quarters recently. 
There was to be a report issued from the House of Commons 
on what had been done in productive distribution, and the 
contribution of the Printing Society to that report would be 
one of the most interesting things in it. He noticed in 
that week's Co-operative News that a gentleman wrote and 
expressed surprise and disgust at the statement made at the 
society's majority London celebration that £3,199 had been 
the share of profit divided amongst the workers during the 
twenty-one years' existence of the society. The gentleman 
thought that was a miserably small sum, but he (Mr. Howat) 
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differed from him. It was about £i for every ;f6o paid in 
wages, and that by a society that paid the best wages, for the 
Printing Society did pay the best wages, namely, the union 
wages. He could not consider is. in addition to every 60s. 
paid as wages anything like a wet blanket, and it was, he 
considered, a creditable thing for the Printing Society to do. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr. J. Thirlaway (Gateshead) said he attributed the want 
of fire and enthusiasm, deplored by Mr. Bailey, to the fact 
that all novelty had passed from the movement since the time 
referred to. This was the cause, and the reason for the 
notice taken of co-operation in public places, referred to 
by Mr. Howat, was its success. At one time it was not very 
respectable to have anything to do with it, but now it 
was successful, and everything that succeeded was highly 
respectable, and everybody had to do with it, even the public 
men in the House of Commons and elsewhere. With respect 
to co-operative printing, he testified that the society did 
excellent work, was punctual in its execution, and gave them 
the best of terms. With Mr. Howat, he joined in wishing 
the society success. (Applause.) 

An excellent programme was contributed duiing the 
evening by Miss Sneath, and Messrs. Tuke, Macdonald, 
/, '^{ Duncanson, and Winstone. Votes of thanks to the directors 
of the Wholesale for the use of the hall, to the speakers, to 
those who had provided the dinner, and to the chairman, were 
passed at the close. The arrangements, which were in the 
hands of the officials of the Printing Society and the Whole- 
sale Society, were of a very excellent kind, and the proceedings 
throughout were most successful. 
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Extract from " Co-operative News,*' May 10th, 1890, 

A festive gathering of a somewhat unusual character 
assembled on Saturday, May 3rd, 1890, at the familiar 
rendezvous of London co-operators, the fine meeting-room ot 
the Wholesale Society, to celebrate this interesting event in 
the history of the Co-operative Printing Society. With one or 
two exceptions where illness prevailed, as with Mr. F. Rogers, 
the whole of the London Branch staff, from Mr. Bradley, the 
genial manager, down to the very smallest of small boys, were 
present, and many of their lady friends as well; while the 
numerous invitations to shareholders, customers, and other 
friends, liberally distributed, were well responded to. 

The practical proceedings commenced about five p.m., with 
a cold collation in the dining-room. This was pleasantly 
@ accompanied by a variety of airs by the Anchor Band (members 
of the Wholesale staff), who, it was remarked, acquitted 
themselves most creditably in this duty. Their agreeable 
service was also continued between the tea and the concert, 
while the friends present indulged in conversation and cigars 
to prepare themselves for the pleasures to follow. 

For the evening's entertainment a first-rate programme of 
vocal and instrumental music and recitations had been 
arranged, and several high-class artistes engaged. Mr. B. 
Jones (as chairman of the branch committee) presided, and 
was supported on the platform by Mr. S. L. Chadwick (chair- 
man of the Printing Society), the Rev. S. A. Barnett (warden 
of Toynbee Hall), Mr. Hodgson Pratt (president of the 
Working Men's Club and Institute Union), Mr. J. Dell, Mr. C. 
Fielding, Mr. J. Teasdale, Mr. W. G. Tutt, Mr. T. E. Webb, 
Mr. W. Strawn, and Mr. J. Bradley. 

The Chairman, in welcoming the guests, entered at some 
length into the objects the promoters had in starting the 
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'^c-'-' institution, and congratulated the shareholders and all con- 
cerned upon their full achievement. He was glad, also, to 
announce that two of the originators of the society were still 
with them, in the persons of Mr. Henry Slatter, who was as 
good a trade unionist as he was a co-operator, and who had 
been the first working man appointed to the bench of 
magistrates; and Mr. J. Bradley, the respected manager of 
the London Branch. Speaking of the business in London, the 
chairman said they were under great obligations to Manchester, 
who had borne the brunt of the battle by supplying the sinews 
of war to carry on a successful trade. They had had, however, 

> there ups and downs, and were not always in smooth waters. 

Amongst other things they had dabbled with a gold mine, but it 
had been proved no gold mine for the society, though they had 
captured a fairly good nugget. Such will-o*-the-wisps would 
be shunned in the future, and a better class of trade sought. 
They were now in a capital position, and prepared to do any 
amount of work, as Manchester, the parent society, would help 
them to any amount of cash, he believed to the extent of 
;f 100,000. He advised societies to leave off having poor paper 
and poor printing, and to go in for the good workmanship which 
the Printing Society was noted for. The chairman also 
suggested that Mr. Acland should ask the Government for a 
portion of the national printing, as they were in as good a 
position to do it as any printing establishment in the country. 
(^ They would thus be able to employ a much larger staff, and 

the profits would go to the consumer first and the workers 
next. In conclusion he prophesied a very successful future 
for the Printing Society. 

Mr. Hodgson Pratt, in the course of an eloquent address, 
said he felt it to be a great honour to have been invited to take 
part in that important meeting. At no more important time 
than the present could such a celebration have taken place, 
when the great and difficult question of the relations between 
capital and labour was dwarfing all others in the public mind, 
and great dissatisfaction existed among the class that formed 
the majority of the population in this and all other countries. 
Discontent was everywhere rife, and we must consider how it 
can be satisfied. Formerly discontent was blind, and every- 
body thought it was in the nature of things that one class 
should suffer distress and want. It was now no longer blind; 
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' but asked why it should suffer — ^why be slaves ot injustice and 
wrong ? The remedy for this was the question of our time. 
Not force or war could remove the injustice. The results of 
force and war fall most heavily on the present sufferers. 
Co-operators were the most fitting body to solve these 
difficulties. They have studied this great question, and learned 
by experience that it can only be solved by justice and reason. 
The success of one society like this was worth more than a 
hundred House of Commons speeches and dozens of newspaper 
articles. One paper actually suggested that, in order to enable 
the people to get the full benefit of the reduction of the tea ■ 
duty, special shops should be opened throughout the country 
for the purpose, quite in ignorance of the existence of 
co-operative stores, where the benefit will be undoubtedly 
obtainable. Employers and employed may be at variance 
about fair pay, because each views the subject differently, and 
thus there can never be a full solution of it until the worker 
and the employer are one. It is high time this question was 
settled. Strikes and lockouts cannot settle it. Neither can 
be always right, but when both are united as one it will be 
settled. Their solution was the only one, and the best of all 
unions was that of capital and labour ; both were necessary, 
5 and both must work for a common interest. Let each one 
^ among them feel that they are working for the success of and 
to prove a great principle, not of revolution, but of evolution — 
(S/ for the transformation of society. Slow and steady change 
was a law of nature that was equally true of men and society 
as of nature itself. If true to their principles, they would show 
that co-operation is better than strife, that peace is better than 
war, and by patience, justice, and example, they would feel 
they were rendering a lasting service to humanity. (Loud 
cheers.) 

The Rev. S. A. Barnett, after noticing the prevalent labour 
troubles, and picturing a humorous view of affairs supposing a 
general strike of printers to take place, referred to the custom 
of coming-of-age celebrations amongst the upper classes, and 
how he would like to be present at such, and say to the young 
heir that he must not consider the vast properties he inherited 
as his own, but that he held them in trust for the welfare of the 
community, that he must look into the condition of the people 
on his estate, improve their condition and their homes, rectify 
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>5^^^ all abuses, perfect the sanitation, and do all in his power to 

I make them happy. This society he<looked upon as a young 

heir, and urged them to remember that, having got this 

I excellent position, it was not their own, but must be used for 

the welfare of the community, by example to other traders, and 
by improving the practices of trade. No man or society could 
do well if working entirely for itself, but only if working for 

I the commonwealth. He desired to see labour stronger, and 

able to meet capital as an equal, for peace could exist only 
between equals* For this reason he approved of trade 

I unions, which made labour strong, and prepared the way fot 

^ co-operative production, which will secure us against strikes 
and evils of that character. (Cheers.) 

Mr. S. L. Chadwick (president of the society) was received 

I with musical honours, the audience rising and singing heartily 

" He's a Jolly Good Fellow." He said he was not vain enough 

I to accept that compliment for himself alone, but for the society 

he represented. That society, he said, was started not to gain 
praise for its promoters, but to show to the world the possi- 
bility of a real union between capital and labour. They had 
experienced some times of difficulty, but had endeavoured to 
struggle manfully with them, and had succeeded. In only two 
half-years had they failed to make profits. The board had 
always kept before them the principle of associated labour, 
and done all in their power for the benefit of their employes, 

i believing in the principle that working men could .best be 

benefitted by working men. They had agreed that labour 
should have its right and fair remuneration, and that the 
difference should be equitably divided between capital and 
labour and trade. They had now a share capital of ;f 15,940, 
and loan capital ;f 10,615. The amount of wages paid for the 
first half-year was ;fi23, and for the last half-year ;f8,455. 
Profits in the first period amounted to £6 ; for the last, ;f2,i6o; 
and the total profits made reached ^34,486, which had been 
faithfully divided according to the principles of the founders. 
Shares had received in dividend /iS.iSi, and trade had 
received ;f 2,837, while ^3,199 had been distributed as bonus 
among the employes. The society had a character at stake, 
and it depended on the societies whether it should be sus- 
tained. Let their practice square with their theory, and there 
could be no doubt about it. 
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Towards the close of the entertainment, which was carried 
through in an excellent manner, and also greatly appreciated, 
Mr, W. G. TuTT moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Hodgson 
Pratt and Rev. S. A. Barnett for their speeches and expressions 
of sympathy, and to the Wholesale Society and its staff for 
accommodation and attendance. He asked for the best efforts 
of officers, shareholders, and employes to make the branch a 
still further success. 

Mr. Bradley (manager), in seconding the motion, said he 
would like to take them a little further back than the book 
which had been placed in their hands did, and make them 
acquainted with one of the reasons that prompted them to 
start the society. In 1868 an important amendment was made 
in the Limited Liability Act, which gave advantages to the 
less wealthy which they had not previously had. In Oldham 
advantage was taken of the amended Act, and the cotton mills 
that were then floated turned out to be great successes. The 
capital of these mills came to a great extent from cotton 
operatives, who could also work the mills. This success 
caused co-operators to discuss the matter, and see whether it 
was not possible to float a concern other than a cotton mill. 
Very few meetings of a few members of the Manchester and 
Salford Equitable Co-operative Society sufficed before the 
idea of a Printing Society was arrived at. From the first the 
question of placing capital and labour on a sound footing was 
understood, and it is to be hoped that the Printing Society has 
done something in that respect. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Chadwick moved a hearty vote of thanks to the chair- 
man, which was seconded by Mr, T. E. Webb, and carried 
The meeting closed with singing ** Auld Lang Syne." 
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^JHE year 1869 was a year of great co- 
^P^ operative activity. The Co-operative 
(J^MS^ Wholesale Society had been in existence 
about five years, its annual sales were 
approaching half-a-million, and on March 
ist of that year the Warehouse at No. i, 
Balloon Street, was opened. The success 
which that Society had attained in so short a 
time was a source of gratification and pride to 
every co-operator; it was an indication of the 
enormous growth in magnitude and influence 
to which it has since attained, and it was a 
powerful incentive to co-operative activity in 
every direction. 

One of the consequences was the commence- 
ment of the modern series of Annual Co-operative 
Congresses, the first of which was held in London, 
in 1869, and the twenty- second is to be held in 
Glasgow during the coming Whit- week. 
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/PC%^^^" The establishment of the Scottish Wholesale 
Society in the previous year may also be 
regarded as having been prompted by the great 
success of the English Wholesale Society. 

Another of the beneficial results of the success 
of the Wholesale was the establishment of the 
Co-operative Printing Society. A few working 
men in Manchester, mostly connected with the 
printing business, put their heads together and 
decided to commence a Co-operative Printing 
Society. They invited the counsel and co-opera- 
tion of a number of active co-operators connected 
with the retail stores and the Wholesale. About 
the middle of the year 1869 premises were rented 
at No. 15, Balloon Street. This position was 
selected because it was believed to be in what we 
may call the Co-operative Stream ; that store 
managers and store secretaries, wending their 
way to the great Wholesale at No. i, Balloon 
Street, could, to their own convenience and 
advantage, and to the advantage of the new 
co-operative venture and enterprise, call at 
No. 15, Balloon Street, with their qrders for 
printing. It is a very great pleasure to be able 
to say here and now, twenty-one years after, that 
the hope and expectation then entertained has 
been fully realised. Frankly acknowledging our 
indebtedness to the Stores and the Wholesale, and 
not less to our Trade Union friends, we can 
honestly say we have striven to give them good 
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\^^^^ ' value for their money, and we believe that, 
^ quality considered, we have succeeded in 

doing it. 

The first office bearers of the Printing Society, 
whose names were published on the first balance 
sheet, must be regarded as the founders of the 
Society. A list of them will be found on another 
page of this little book, and will be seen to contain 
some names of men of ** light and leading.'* 
With such a committee it was natural that an 
attempt, however small, should be made in the 
direction of bringing about the time when capital 
and labour will be united in the same persons. 
The rules of the Society have contained from the 
first a provision for the payment of bonus on 
wages, perhaps more properly described as profit- 
sharing, or participation in profits. The rules, 
however, have never contained a provision for 
the compulsory capitalisation of the bonus. In 
the absence of such a provision the general 
result has been that the bonus has not been 
capitalised. It has been an addition to wages, 
neither more nor less. Had the bonus been con- 
verted into share capital, and the profits thereon 
accumulated, the workers in the Printing Society 
would, at the present time, have been the owners 
of ;f 4,000, or one- fourth of the share capital of 
the Society. Why workers in this and in other 
societies show so little desire to become share- 
holders in the concern in which they are employed, 
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^^ \ ^^ would be an interesting and curious subject of 
inquiry, but not pertinent to this brief narrative. 

Before the Society had premises and plant of 
its own, an endeavour was made to gather together 
a trade, and several friends and societies having 
confidence in the committee, enabled a nice little 
trade to be done outside before the Printing 
Society had a place to do it in. This was a 
favourable and pleasing forecast of the continued 
confidence which the Society has enjoyed during 
the whole of its twenty- one years' existence. All 
honour to those who gave the first encouragement. 
The Printing Society's largest customers, and we 
may add its best friends, have been the Wholesale 
Society, the Central Board, the Co-operative News- 
paper Society, Co-operative Societies generally, 
and the Trades Union organisations. 

It will be interesting, alike to old friends and 
new, to place on record the services rendered by 
the Printing Society and by the individual mem- 
bers of the Printers' Board, in the inception, the 
origin, and the financial responsibility of the 
establishment of the Co-operative News. The 
propriety and desirability of having a weekly 
paper devoted to the spreading and developing 
of co-operative principles had been ** looming in 
the future " for a year or two before the establish- 
ment of the Printing Society; and when the 
Printing Society issued its first balance sheet. 
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\hi^ dated December 31st, 1869, the committee's 
1 1 report contained these words : — ** We hope that 

l| the time is not far distant when, through this 

l| Society, by means of a co-operative newspaper, 

I co-operative intelligence and the co-operative 

I principle will be disseminated throughout the 

length and breadth of the land.*' 

The idea of establishing a Co-operative News- 
paper was not merely kept alive, but strengthened 
I " and widened by discussions at conferences and 
I congresses, and by private conversations wher- 

j^ ever a few active and thoughtful co-operators 

I gathered together. There was, however, no fund 

I with which to make a beginning, or any immediate 

|i prospect of shares being taken up in such a 

venture in such quantities as would raise a fund 
[ anywhere near the amount certain to be required. 
Ij^^ In 1871, after the close of a business meeting of 
S the Wholesale, an improvised meeting was held, 
at which it was decided that the idea which had 
! for so long been **in the air" should now take 

practical shape, and become a living reality. 
Accordingly, the first number of the Co-operative 
News was issued on September 2nd, 1871, printed 
by the Co-operative Printing Society. The Print- 
ing committee, as a committee, had nothing 
whatever to do with the origin of the News beyond 
gratuitously allowing its premises to be used for the 
business purposes of the Newspaper Society, and 
incurring a very serious financial responsibility 
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^ in case the News should prove to be a failure. 
About one-third of the individual members 
of the Printing Committee performed for a 
time all the work connected with the general 
management of the paper, and also most of the 
writing, except the principal leading articles, 
which were invited from the most capable friends 
available. The free service thus rendered was 
continued, more or less, for some years, until after 
the News had become an assured success, and the 
financial responsibility of the Printing Society 
had disappeared. And now we are all able to 
rejoice in our co-operative movement having a 
journal of its own, which, for quality of contents, 
for quantity, and for price, takes, front rank among 
class journals. The Printing Society continued to 
print the Co-operative News until the middle of the 
year 1887, when the Newspaper Society began to 
do its own printing, believing it could do so with 
profit, and with increased convenience in having 
the printing done in close proximity to the editorial 
office. We were, of course, as a business organisa- 
tion, sorry to lose the printing of the News. 

In the latter half of 1871 the Printing Com- 
mittee received a communication from the Letter- 
press Printers of Manchester, requesting them to 
consider the question of granting an advance of 
three shillings per week to the journeymen com- 
positors. After due consideration this request 
was acceded to, and in the Binding Department 
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also the wages were advanced. The fifty-four 
hours system was adopted at the same time. 

About this time numerous applications were 
received, asking for information, books, and 
printed forms likely to be useful in the establish- 
ment of new productive societies. In conse- 
quence of these applications a complete set of 
books was compiled, and a quantity kept in stock 
to meet such cases. 

A conference of representatives of co-operative 
societies in the Tyne district was convened to 
meet at Newcastle on New Year's Day, 1872, to 
consider the advisability of establishing in New- 
castle a Branch, of the Printing Society, to 
ascertain the views of the societies in the district, 
and the general prospects of support for such 
branch. The conference resulted in the opening 
of the Newcastle Branch before the close of the 
half year. The new Branch, like most other 
undertakings, co-operative or otherwise, has not 
been all plain sailing, but whatever shoals or 
quicksands it has met in its path, it has faced 
them successfully. Its first place of business 
soon became too small ; another place was bought, 
and this one afterwards enlarged ; and the 
question of new premises for an increasing trade 
is now (1890) a matter of urgency. 

In the same half year in which the Newcastle 
Branch was begun, a plot of land was secured in 
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- New Mount Street, Manchester, on which to 
erect new premises to meet the largely increas- 
ing trade at the Central. The magnitude of the 
new premises was designed to meet, not merely 
the then requirements, but to meet any probable 
growth for some years to come. Not many years 
elapsed before further extensions were needed, 
and fifty per cent of floor space and additional 
machinery were added, and now again, in 1890, 
the taking down of some cottages, and the 
erection of further extensions is in contemplation. 

In the original purchase of the cottage property 
in New Mount Street, in 1872, sufficient super- 
ficial space was secured to provide for the 
extensions at present intended, and for further 
extensions for many years to come. 

In the first half of 1873 the Printing Society 
commenced the issue of Monthly Railway Guides 
in Manchester and Newcastle. Year by year 
these Guides have grown in popularity, and have 
become valuable publishing properties. Although 
the Guides have never been included in the 
accounts as an asset, any offer for their purchase 
now (1890) would have to exceed ;^3,ooo before 
it could be entertained. 

The period from 1873 to 1879 may be described 
as uneventful, except for one characteristic, which 
the following passage, written by the present 
writer for the Wholesale Society's Annual for 
1884, will sufficiently indicate: — 
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jp^r^-^^^ **In addition to the steady growth of the 
^ " society, the notable feature in this table [to be 
found on another page extended to date] appears 
to be, that when in 1872 the capital increased 
considerably, the means at command caused the 
stocks to be increased more largely than the 
trade increased. Generally a large trade may 
be done with a stock less in proportion than a 
small trade can, but here the increase of trade 
in the second half of 1872 is 37 per cent and 
the increase in stocks was no less than 236 per 
cent. The value of stocks at the end of that 
half year was equal to i6s. iid. for each £ of 1 
trade done in the half year. From that time 
the stocks fluctuated between i6s. iid. and ! 
15s. 7^d. per £ in June, 1879. From the latter 
date the stocks have continually decreased, whilst 
V,, trade has largely increased, until in June, 1883, 
the minimum would appear to have been reached, 
the value of stocks being only 4s. 3d. per £ of 
trade done. This affords an excellent illustration 
that, in addition to the loss in interest payable 
on surplus capital, the fact of there being a 
surplus is itself a serious source of danger unless 
very closely watched." 

This passage may fitly serve to point a moral. 
Whenever a committee finds its trade stocks 
increasing needlessly and largely, it should put 
its foot down, and put it down early. The 
Printing Committee put its foot down, but not 
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,.. s early. The committee's report to the members 
at the close of 1878 contains these words : 
" The extent of saleable stocks has engaged our 
serious attention. We find that at Manchester these 
stocks increased in 1876 by the amount of ;^i,ioo, 
and during the two subsequent years a close 
attention has only been able to reduce it about 
;^6oo, showing how easily and rapidly stocks may 
accumulate, but how slow a process it is to 
reduce them." This was, practically, a reflection 
on the then management, and was perhaps pro- 
phetic of the change which took place six 
months later. In August, 1879, ^^^ committee 
issued a circular, in which they took occasion 
to say : — 

** We have great pleasure in reporting to you 
that Mr. H. Barnes has been appointed to the 
office of Manager of the Central Establishment 
of this society. His qualifications for the duties 
required are numerous and great. To a tem- 
perament naturally active he has added a large 
and varied experience. His business habits and 
capacity have earned for him the highest com- 
mendations where we know that nothing short 
of the strictest attention to duty would give 
satisfaction." 

It is a particularly pleasing gratification to be 
able to say now, more than ten years after the 
public expression of these anticipations, that 
they have been fully realised. 
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In the same year, 1879, a change was made 
in the management of the Newcastle Branch. 
Mr. Ashforth, who was previously in the service 
of the society, was appointed Branch Manager, 
and the Branch Committee have every reason 
to be satisfied with the results of the appoint- 
ment they then made. 

In the committee's report for the half year 
ending December 31st, 1885, the following passage 
occurs : — 

** Having established an agency in London for 
the collection of orders, and the agency having 
proved a considerable success, some of our 
London friends suggested that this society should 
open a Branch Printing Works there, as much 
co-operative and trade union business went past 
the agency on account of the distance of the 
productive works. With a view to ascertain the 
general feeling among London co-operators and 
unionists on the advisability of our opening such 
branch, a conference was convened, which met 
on December 12th, 1885, at the rooms of the 
Wholesale Society. A deputation from the 
general board attended the conference to explain 
the position of this society, and answer any 
inquiries. The conference consisted of from 150 
to 200 delegates or representatives. Generous 
promises of trade were given, and there was a 
general consensus of opinion that it was desirable 
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ASy i-^ this society should open a printing works in 

c.y ^ London. Very flattering remarks were also 

made in reference to the society, its work, and 

the treatment accorded to its workpeople. After 

very serious and careful consideration, your board 

has come to the conclusion that the best interests 

of this society, as well as the best interests of 

co-operative production, will be promoted by the 

opening of a branch in London, and we have 

I pleasure in recommending that you authorise that 

to be done." 

Six months later the committee reported : — 

** For the Branch Manager in London we have 
been fortunate in securing the services of Mr. 
John Bradley, who has had a life-long experience 
in connection with the printing trade. He was 
one of the founders of this society, was for many 
years its secretary, has always taken a lively 
interest in its welfare, his sympathies are entirely 
co-operative, he is well known to most of you, and 
we, who have known him long and known him 
well, have no doubt he will be able to give a good 
account of the London Branch." 

The present position of the- London Branch, 
when nearing the end of its fourth year, justifies 
the appointment then made. 

The establishment of the London Branch, in 
1886, took away from the Manchester Central 
the trade which had formerly been done for the 
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In the following year the 
" News Society" commenced its own printing. 
It is noticeable that, notwithstanding the loss 
of these two large items of trade, our Manchester 
establishment in 1889 shows a business of more 
than ;^30,ooo, as compared with over ;^25,ooo in 
1885, the year before the above changes began — 
an increase of nearly 20 per cent. If we compare 
our trade in 1879 — the year when the present 
management began, both at Manchester and 
Newcastle — with the trade of 1889, we find at 
Manchester an increase of 113 per cent, and at 
Newcastle 75 per cent. At the London Branch 
the trade of 1889 exceeds that of 1888 by 17 per 
cent. We thus see that the Co-operative F*rinting 
Society, at its Coming-of-Age, shows a healthy 
and satisfactory condition all round, and promises 
well for the future. 

In conclusion, we wish to express our obliga- 
tions to those friends who have favoured us with 
their trade, and, at the same time, we believe 
they have been well served. To those other 
friends who have given us the go-by, and, in 
consequence of our existence, have had their 
printing done at a very small margin of profit, 
and sometimes at no profit at all, we would 
express the hope that they will some day turn 
their attention towards us, and acknowledge that 
they have benefited largely by the existence of 
the Co-operative Printing Society. 
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FTER having thus traced out the origin 
and chronicled the onward march of 
the successful productive society whose 
interest we are trying to serve, we will 
endeavour to give the reader some 
idea of the interior of our Manchester 
Works by an imaginary tour of in- 
spection through the premises. 

On arriving at the building, which is more 
noticeable for its substantial and utilitarian 
character rather than for elegance of design, the 
visitor would notice that an atmosphere of 
business briskness hovers around it. Perhaps 
just emerging from the goods entrance is the 
smart van and horse which distributes the 
society's manufactures around the city, whilst, if 
it were about the hour sacred to the matutinal 
meal, numbers of tidy and thrifty-looking employes 
might be seen going through the corner doorway 
devoted to visitors and workpeople, and dropping 
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in their time checks at the booking office which 
is immediately against the door. From this 
point we will begin our inspection. 

Passing the check office we ascend three or 
four stairs and are on the first floor, the greater 
part of which is occupied by the 

Stock FJoom or^ QJaf^bhousb. 

Here we see piled on the shelves and floor a huge 
assortment of bundles of paper of all sizes, 
qualities, and colours, ready for use in the 
execution of the various printing and stationery 
orders constantly flowing in from our numerous 
clientele of co-operative societies and others. 
Partitioned off" the stock room, and into which 
the goods entrance opens, is the packing room, 
from which goods are received and dispatched, 
and in which will be noticed a powerful steam 
crane for the loading and unloading of heavy 
goods. 

After taking a peep into the Manager's office, 
the door of which we have just passed, and 
noticed in another small office the telephone and 
communication tubes to the departments, we turn 
our steps towards a pair of heavy iron doors 
which open in the shaft of a large and powerful 
steam hoist which is in charge of a special 
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attendant. We enter, and are at once gently 

and noiselessly elevated to the top of the 

building, where the hoist stops automatically. 

Another pair of iron doors being opened, we step 

out into a large cheerful room, well lighted by top 

and side lights. This is the 



Composing FJoom, 






where about sixty compositors are busily engaged 
in "setting" the type for the various classesTof 
work turned out by the society. At one place we 
may see a poster in process of composition, largely 
made up of wood letters ; at another, the pages of 
a balance sheet may be observed ; while further 
on we perceive from an unfinished column of 
small type that a book or pamphlet of some kind 
is in hand. In connection with the latter it may 
be interesting for the visitor (if he is uninitiated 
in the art) to stand a few moments and watch the 
dexterity with which the compositor picks up the 
letters singly from his ** case'* of type, and places 
them in their correct position in the ** composing 
stick," which he holds in his left hand for their 
reception. To the casual onlooker it seems almost 
incredible that a man should be able to retain in 
his memory the precise position of over loo boxes 
or compartments of what is technically called a 
"case of type," and to remember so exactly as to 
be able to pick up each separate letter and place 
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right side up and right end up in its proper 
receptacle almost as fast as the words can 
be spelled. By dint of continual training 
the eye and the hand of the compositor 
act simultaneously with the mind, so that 
immediately the mind thinks of a letter, or stop, 
or space, the eye and hand are instantaneously 
picking it out of its individual compartment. 

No modern composing room of any pretension 
is complete without its ** reader," and at the 
farther end of the room, divided oflf by a glass 
partition, is the ** reader's " office, where we find 
two men employed in this responsible capacity, 
each with his attendant boy. In this department 
the greatest care is taken to ensure accuracy 
in whatever passes through their hands; and, 
although complete immunity from an occasional 
misprint is a matter of impossibility, yet the 
Co-operative Printing Society has gained a 
high reputation for the correctness of its work. 
Adjoining the "reader's" office is a ventilating 
shaft some 4 or 5 feet square, which runs from 
the basement through each room, culminating in 
a huge vane outside on the roof, just under which 
is a Blackman Air Exhauster driven by the 
engine. Each room has a large wooden grid 
close to the ceiling opening into the ventilating 
shaft which can be closed and opened, thus most 
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\^^^^^ eflfectually ensuring the complete and constant 
^ change of air in the various rooms without 

undue draught. 

After a passing glance at the old-fashioned 
hand presses, which are now used for ** pulling 
proofs" — having been superseded by the more 
expeditious "machine" — we leave the room, and, 
passing down a flight of concrete steps, we enter 
from the staircase into the 

BOOI^BINDING DBPAF^TMBNIP. 

We notice at once that the majority of the 
employes in this room are females, for, whilst 
men are employed in the higher branches of the 
bookbinding trade, there is a very large proportion 

Cb of light labour, such as folding and sewing 
pamphlets, rules, &c., the gathering and collating 

^) of the leaves of check books, paging, gumming, 
and miscellaneous work of that class. We employ 
some fifty women and girls in this department, 
and we may be pardoned for saying that for their 
conduct and respectability we rank as most 
excellent in the trade. Everything possible is 
done for their comfort and convenience, and some 
of our lady friends would be surprised on visiting 
us to see the bright, intelligent, and pleasant 
faces of the workers whose facile fingers are 
engaged in the occupations just mentioned. In 
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! addition to the females, a number of skilful 
bookbinders are constantly employed in the 
manufacture of mercantile account books, and 
in the binding, re-binding, and repairing of 

library and other books — this library work being 

one of our special lines. 

The aid of machinery also has been called 
in very largely in this department, the most 
powerful of which is a Guillotine cuttmg 
machine of the latest construction, and weighing 
about four tons. There are also steam machines 
for sewing with wire and with thread, folding, 
eyeletted label making, stabbing, rolling, per- 
forating, and a number of paging machines of 
modern construction. After having thus looked 
around and noted the stock of leathers and cloths 
partitioned off in a convenient corner, we will 
again descend to the next floor. 

liliPHOGI^APHIG DBPAF^TMBNIP. 

Although not the chief part of our business, 
this department has gradually assumed important 
proportions, as the demand has grown for 
coloured work in the direction of show cards, 
fancy labels, illustrations, and other ornamental 
work for which ordinary letterpress is not con- 
sidered suitable or effective, or indeed possible. 
The lithographic process is a most ingenious and 
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interesting one, but requires for its profitable 
observation more space than the limits of our 
article will permit. 

We may mention, in passing, that we have 
engaged the regular services of a talented and 
experienced artist for the necessary designing 
and drawing required in the department, who 
is also most proficient in the artistic work of 
2. designing and perfecting illuminated testimonials 
for presentation. 
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On the same floor as the department just 
viewed is the 

fjULING DBPAr^TMBNip, 

where all the various patterns necessary to the 
^^^ production of ledgers, cash books, pass books, 
Y ' invoices, &c., are ruled in coloured inks by 
machinery. There are three steam and three 
hand machines constantly at work, which will 
give the reader an idea of the extent of our trade 
in stationery books, and other ruled work. 
Under the management of this department is also 
a fine and powerful hot rolling machine, which is 
used for the purpose of putting a fine surface — 
a kind of burnish — on the printed sheets, as 
evidenced by the pages now before the reader, 
and by means of which high-class work can be 
more readily produced. 
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/(CTN^ Qo V jj^ ^j^jg room, conveniently partitioned off, is 
the employes' dining room and kitchen. A 
cook is kept who superintends the culinary 
requirements of those of the employes who live too 
far distant to take their meals at home. A feature 
of this not unimportant part of the Printing 
Society's operations is the arrangement every 
working day of a substantial dinner on genuine 
co-operative lines, whereby each person dining 
has a dinner at practically the cost price of the 
food consumed. Descending another flight of 
steps we reach the ground floor, which we have 
already noticed. We therefore pass on ^nd 
descend still further, where we reach the base- 
ment, which is generally called the 
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(Qaghinb FJoom, 

from the fact that it is entirely filled with 
machinery for the production of letterpress 
printing. To the reader who has a taste for the 
science of mechanics, this room would probably 
be the most interesting of all. To those who love 
quietness, a speedy look round would be quite 
sufficient, as the noise inseparable from such a 
number of machines is considerable. Several of 
the machines are large and powerful ones of the 
•* Perfecter" class, i.e,j machines which print 
both sides of a sheet before ejecting it from the 
cylinders ; whilst there are also machines of the 
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more ordinary kinds and sizes, ranging down 
to the little machine of the " Liberty" pattern, 
which will print a tea party ticket or a post- 
card with great dispatch. We must not omit to 
mention also the two large two-colour machines, 
specially built for printing two colours at the 
same time, an advantage which it is unnecessary 
to point out to the reader. We have also recently 

'In 

f had laid down a large ** Marinoni '* machine, 
whose special feature is the help it gives the 
operator of producing high-class illustrations 
from wood engravings or electrotypes. In this 
connection we may state that the abilities of our 
machine minders, as shown in the excellence of 
their work, are recognised throughout the trade, 
and more especially in the matter of printing 
engravings and book illustrations, wherein great 
delicacy and skill is required. On this account we 
have even received orders from wood engravers 
to print their blocks for them when the letterpress 
has been done elsewhere. 

At the farther end of the machine room, and 
walled off to ensure proper relations to comfort 
and health, is the boiler house and engine, which 
supplies the motive energy throughout the whole 
works. 

Having now briefly described the several 
departments, we may supplement the knowledge 
already gained by stating that each department has 
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\^^o its own responsible foreman or overseer, who 
^ is answerable to the manager for the proper 

conduct of the same. The Printing Society 
employs at the Manchester works some 200 work- 
people, many of whom have been in the service 
of the firm for several years, and it is also 
gratifying to add that a most cordial feeling exists 
between the management and the employes, 
whose comfort and convenience, as we have 
before said, are considered to the greatest possible 
extent. 



It would perhaps be an .omission not to mention, 
before closing this descriptive article, the society's 
premises at 

92, ^Or^PO^AJPION STI^BBIP, 

where we keep a varied stock of books and 
ij^ sundry goods in the stationery trade specially 
^^ adapted to co-operative societies. Here orders 
are received, and inquiries can be made by the 
visitor who has neither time nor inclination to go 
so far out of his way as the works. On the same 
premises is the counting house, where all matters 
referring to finance or shares are conducted by 
our cashier, Mr. James Booth, to whom all 
accpunts should be paid, and money orders made 
payable. 

Having thus endeavoured — and we trust not 
entirely without success — to interest the reader in 

^§ 
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' >'/i^^^ the Co-operative Printing Society's operations, 
- " by an imaginary visit to the chief scene of 
their activity, we are permitted to conclude by 
saying, that a cordial invitation is given to any 
of our co-operative customers and friends from a 
distance, to view the works in reality, by making 
an appointment with one of the recognised 
authorities, and with this cordial invitation we 
make our bow. 
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CO-OPERATIYE PMMTIHG SOCIETY LIMITED, 

MANCHESTER. 



pirst effieers ef tl^e ^eeiety in 1869. 



^ve^xbent : 
Mr. HENRY R. SLATTER, Manchester. 



'gSoarb of ^ana^enteni 
Mr. ISAIAH LEE, Oldham. 
Mr. THOS. SLATER, Bury. 
Mr. JOSEPH WARDLOW, 

MOSSLEY. 



Mr. HENRY WHILEY, 

Manchester. 

Mr. WILLIAM NUTTALL, 
Oldham. 

Mr. JOHN PHILLIPS, 

Manchester. 



Mr. EDWARD BARNES. 
Manchester. 

Mr. HENRY R. BAILEY, 
Manchester. 

Mr. H. TOTTEN, 

Mr. JOHN HUGHES, „ 

Mr. JOHN BRADLEY, 

Manchester. 

Mr. ISAAC TWEEDALE. 
Blackley. 



Jlu6itorsi : 

Mr. HENRY C. PINGSTONE, Manchester. 

Mr. ABRAHAM HOWARD, Rochdale. 

Mr. CHRISTOPHER BARKER, Manchester. 

Mr, ROBERT STAPLETON, Manchester. 

gJlanager : 
Mr. JOHN HARDMAN, Manchester. 
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LIST OF GENTLEMEN 

Who have been offldally connected with the Board of Management 



i^t 



<©0-OPEI^AiPIYE Jgl^INTING SOCIETY, 

SINCE ITS FORMATION IN 1869. 

4 



Mr. JONAH ANDREWS. 
W. APPLEBY. 
HENRY R. BAILEY. 

C. BARKER. 
EDWARD BARNES. 
HAWORTH BARNES. 
WM. BATES. 

D. BAXTER. 
WM. BOOTH. 
JOHN BRADLEY. 
CHAS. BREARLEY. 
NOAH BRIGGS. 
S. L. CHADWICK. 
H. CHAPPELL. 
G. F. CORKEINE. 
J. CROMPTON. 
W. W. DAWSON. 

D. DEMPSEY. 
W. ENTWISTLE. 

E. FARNWORTH. 
W. FOSTER. 
T. GREENHALGH. 
J. HALSTEAD. 
JOHN HARDMAN. 
J. C. HATTERSLEY. 
THOMAS HAYES. 
ABRAHAM HOWARD. 
JOHN HUGHES. 



Mr. WM. JOHNSON. 
ISAIAH LEE. 
OSWALD LEES. 
W. LEES. 
J. S. MURCHIE. 
WILLIAM NUTTALL. 
GEORGE OWEN. 
J. M. PERCIVAL. 
JOHN PHILLIPS. 
H. C. PINGSTONE. 
J. D. PRIOR. 
THOMAS REASON. 
JOS. RICHARDSON. 
JAS. ROBINSON. 
P. SHORROCKS. 
THOMAS SLATER. 
H. R. SLATTER, J.P. 
FRED. SMITH. 
ED. SMITH. 
R. STAPLETON. 
JAMES SWIFT. 
J. TATTERSALL. 
J. THOMASSON. 
H. TOTTEN. 
ISAAC TWEEDALE. 
JOSEPH WARDLOW, 
HENRY WHILEY. 
THOMAS WOOD. 
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NEWCASTLE-ON-TTNE BRANCH, 


1 


JSstablished 1873. 


' 


Mr. W. T. AIRD. 


Mr. JAS. HUDSON. 




„ T. H. ASHFORTH. 


„ LIDDELL. 




„ H. R. BAILEY. 


„ W. A.LOWERY. 




„ J. BATTERSBY. 


„ JOHN Mcpherson. 




„ GEO. BELL. 


„ E. MONKS. 


1 
1 


„ GEO. B. BEVERIDGE. 


„ H. NIXON. 




„ MICHAEL BOND. 


.. J. PATTERSON. 


i 

j 


„ G. BOULT. 


„ T. W. W. RITSON. 


1 


„ JOHN CURRY. 


„ T. SHOTTON. 




„ GEO. DOVER. 


„ ROBT. STA^LETON. 


J 


„ JOSEPH ELLIOTT. 


„ W.J.WARD. 




„ GEO. FRYER. 


„ JAMES WILD. 


1 


„ JOHN GOSS. 


„ M. WILKINSON. 


r 


Dr. RUTHERFORD. 








LONDON BRANCH, 




JSstablUhed 1886. 




Mr. J. BRADLEY. 1 Mr. W. STRAWN. 




„ J. DELL. n J. TEASDALE. 


1 


„ C. FIELDING. i „ W. G. TUTT. 




„ B. JONES. „ T. E. WEBB. 
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in its eenstitutien and pnaetiee neeeiinises 
thie ppineiple ef "Ge-epenatiVe pneduetien" 
as §ienepallti undensteed bti nnakinij i}f\e 
Werkep en pnedueen a partner in the pnefits. 
'|p *t is eensidered that this ean haVe but ene 
(2) result, and tl^at is, the er(e0upa|iemer(t ef 
diligier(ee ar(d eeeriemy, ar(d eer(sequer(tly 
tl^e h[i|iliest eleVatierj ef thie Werkep. 
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nBWGASJPLB-ON-SYNB BF^ANGH, 



40, HIGH BRIDGE, 






fsle\Veastle-en-Tyne« 
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OF THE 
LIMITED. 

40 HIGH BRIDGE, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 



^e^xbent Mr. J. SHOTTON. 

gommittee : 

Mr. GEORGE BELL. Mr. JAMES HUDSON. 

Mr. GEORGE BOULT. Mr. W. A. LOWERY. 

Mr. T. W. W. RITSON. 



^ecvetavt} : 


"^ranc^ S^anager: 


Mr. J. NIXON. 


Mr. T. H. ASHFORTH. 


^0 ^^...r.^^ 


^-^v^^-^^-^^^..^^-^^ 



^ 



The above Branch was established in 1873, for the better 
accommodation of customers in the North, and we again 
beg to thank our friends for the hearty support they have 
accorded us hitherto, and solicit a continuance of their favours. 
With the efficient staff employed, we are in a position to 
execute all orders for 



BOOKBIJ^DIJ^G, 

Paper Bags, Wrapping Papers, and all other Goods in 
our line required by co-operative societies. 



(^ 
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W. A. LOWERY. T. W. W. RITSON. 

0. BELL. J. SHOTTON, Chairman. J. NIXON, Secy. 

Q. BOULT. J. HUDSON. 
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LiONDOK BRANCH, 



6, SALISBURY COURT, FLEET STREET, 



a) 



Ler|der|> E.G. 
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^■^' kO^DOJ^ ^KKMH 



<6tt'0VtKvXivt iritttiug ^otltt^i PmiUa, 

6. SALISBURY COURT. FLEET STREET. LONDON, E.G., 

AND 

RUSSELL STREET, COVENT GARDEN, W.C. 



iiiiiiinriiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii.iiiiiininninn 






Mr. BENJAMIN JONES. 

Qovxxxtxiiee. 

Mr. J. DELL. Mr. J. TEASDALE. 

Mr. C. FIELDING. Mr. W. G. TUTT. 

Mr. T. E. WEBB. 

Mr. W. STRAWN. Mr. J. BRADLEY. 



I The London Branch was commenced four years ago 

I (1886), and has attained a large measure of success. Our 

! thanks are due to the societies and friends in the South, 

and we trust to fully merit continued support. 



AND WRAPPING PAPERS OF ALL KINDS. 



^■'^■- 
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^^ T ^ B L E 

::y -^ COMPILED FROM 

THE BALANCE SHEETS ft BOOKS OF THE SOCIETY, 

For the 41 Half YearSt from December^ 1869, to December, 1889. 





111 


CapiUL 


Trade 
done. 




|1g 


* . 


HAU^ 




1 


indoding 
Work in 


Trade 
Stocks. 




nuB. 








C& 




Share. 


Loan. 


E'srve 
Fnnd. 


Progress. 




^ . 


1869 .. 


92 


ie446 


ie222 


nil. 


dB417 


ieil8 


£2 


dB57 


1870 .. 


106 


689 


440 


£11 


^"50 


298 


9 


159 


1870 .. 


126 


976 


-86 


69 


14 


882 


12 


2()9 


1871 .. 


178 


1,981 


01 


82 


m 


800 


18 


268 


1871 .. 


208 


2,966 


69 


116 


92 


1,122 


61 


298 


1872 .. 


880 


6,797 


71 


266 


30 


1,696 


88 


608 


1872 .. 


861 


8,229 


52 


886 


30 


6,824 


162 


780 


1878 .. 


871 


9,496 


00 


496 


)2 


6,903 


808 


1,890 


1878 .. 


872 


9,775 


60 


241 


a 


7,119 


411 


1,468 


1874 .. 


870 


9,799 


79 


286 


14 


6,462 


408 


1642 


1874 .. 


861 


9,828 


11 


867 


27 


6,446 


401 


1,368 


1876 .. 


868 


9,860 


86 


470 


50 


6,820 


407 


1299 


1876 .. 


861 


9,974 


80 


664 


74 


7,741 


655 


1,892 


1876 .. 


868 


10,052 


86 


629 


34 


8,692 


608 


1,491 


1876 .. 


868 


10,706 


91 


788 


72 


9,108 


627 


1,492 


1877 .. 


868 


10,908 


70 


948 


71 


9,210 


608 


1,609 


1877 .. 


868 


11,888 


81 


1,022 


72 


9,321 


676 


1,686 


1878 .. 


878 


11,665 


50 


1,047 


B4 


9,811 


746 


1,641 


1878 .. 


878 


11,665 


61 


110 


10 


8,758 


788 


1,680 


1879 .. 


874 


11,579 


68 


nil. 


86 


7,982 


698 


1,496 


1879 .. 


878 


11,479 


Ql 


nil. 


51 


6,690 


647 


1,689 


1880 .. 


878 


11,488 


112 


nil. 


10 


5,768 


624 


1496 


1880 .. 


872 


11,584 


141 


176 


48 


4,879 


678 


1,472 


1881 .. 


874 


11,660 


164 


278 


14 


4,830 


624 


1,614 


1881 .. 


880 


11,980 


i08 


888 


86 


8,843 


608 


1,630 


1882 .. 


419 


18,426 


m 


610 


11 


8,674 


459 


1,625 


1882 .. 


420 


18,628 


«7 


1,246 


48 


8,557 


425 


1,614 


1888 .. 


420 


14,126 


m 


1,296 


66 


8,494 


872 


1,651 


1888 .. 


426 


14,761 


)17 


1,477 


184 


8,782 


330 


1,674 


1884 .. 


429 


14,848 


W 


1,941 


(04 


8,701 


339 


1,799 


1884 .. 


481 


14,903 


m 


2,060 


141 


3,672 


308 


1,879 


1886 .. 


481 


14,944 


)22 


2,101 


:44 


4,888 


804 


1,941 


1886 .. 


484 


16,127 


m 


2,486 


193 


3,844 


817 


2,067 


1886 .. 


468 


16,416 


L68 


2,518 


138 


8,978 


820 


2,415 


1886 .. 


476 


15,645 


L62 


2,582 


m 


4,603 


322 


2,732 


1887 .. 


610 


16,760 


)28 


2,664 


m 


4,382 


321 


8,060 


1887 .. 


608 


15,788 


551 


8,111 


m 


4,728 


330 


8,026 


1888 .. 


606 


15,797 


.-.06I 


8,826 


m 


6,294 


882 


2,927 


1888 .. 


619 


15,888 


12,688 


8,522 


H2 


6,412 


886 


8,067 


1889 .. 


628 


15,908 


12,588 


3,788 


J47 


6,769 


848 


8,221 


1889 .. 


686 


15,946 


10,615 


8,919 


»o 


5,862 


827 


8,137 


Totals... 


686 


15,946 


10,615 


8,919 


660,914 


6,862 


16,878 


66,819 



* Including Interest on Loans and Reserve. 
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TABLE for the 41 Half Tears, firom December, 1800, 
to December, iWi,— Continued. 



^ 

^ 



V. 



Hai^- 


P 




Total 
Wages. 


i| 


Dividend on 
Shares. 




u 


BnUdingB. 
Fitting, and 
Maohlnery. 


Yeab. 


Rate 
per 


Amt. 


|S 


Depre- 
ciation 


Pres'nt 








cent. 




allow'd 


Value. 


]869.. 


£ 


£ 


JBL28 


6 


nU. 


£ 


£ 


iei2 


JB785 


1870.. 




, , 


890 


64 


10 


88 


nU. 


49 


980 


1870.. 


, , 






533 


161 


17§ 


68 


nU. 


79 


1,040 


1871.. 








682 


176 


14 


101 


nU. 


88 


1,430 


1871.. 








990 


297 


14 


175 


nil. 


119 


4,467 


1872.. 








1,681 


893 


12 


260 


nil. 


174 


6,165 


1872.. 








2,164 


877 


H 


806 


nil. 


281 


13,816 


1878.. 








8,410 


625 


899 


68 


450 


16,948 


1878.. 








3,713 


+288 


nii: 


. , 


., 


470 


17,813 


1874.. 








4,796 


874 


10 


489 


122 


480 


17,459 


1874.. 








4,238 


660 


9 


441 


73 


372 


17,888 


1876.. 








4,079 


446 


7i 


869 




881 


18,820 


1875.. 








4,222 


444 


7 


373 






408 


24,062 


1876.. 








4,945 


617 


7 


376 






438 


24,060 


1876.. 


8,744 


728 


4,472 


629 


H 


882 






464 


24,623 


1877.. 


4,278 


718 


4,986 


561 


n 


404 






446 


24,242 


1877.. 


8,864 


680 


4,544 


838 


6 


275 






444 


24,131 


1878. . 


4,288 


650 


4,933 


112 


nil. 








460 


24,482 


1878.. 


8,750 


640 


4,390 


202 


5 


289 






451 


24,209 


1879.. 


8,834 


626 


4,460 


+284 


nU. 








438 


23,817 


1879.. 


8,711 


680 


4,291 


609 


6 


289 






427 


23,466 


1880.. 


8,625 


686 


4,211 


703 


5 


289 






416 


23,123 


1880.. 


8,744 


680 


4,374 


1,248 


?l 


435 






409 


22,908 


1881.. 


4,008 


648 


4,661 


643 


440 






406 


22,728 


1881.. 


4,270 


708 


4,973 


1,139 


10 


667 


160 


406 


22,749 


1882.. 


4,616 


771 


5,287 


706 


n 


600 




405 


22,627 


1882.. 


4,770 


896 


6,666 


1,660 


10 


676 


170 


406 


22,606 


1888.. 


4,662 


970 


6,632 


934 


81 


609 


87 


409 


22,984 


1888.. 


4.866 


942 


6,797 


1,866 


10 


713 


178 


426 


19,090 


1884.. 


6,088 


1,032 


6,065 


1,012 


83 


636 


91 


422 


19,842 


1884.. 


6,117 


1,047 


6,164 


1,584 


10 


780 


183 


491 


22,408 


1885.. 


5,808 


1,023 


6,831 


1,651 


10 


781 


180 


470 


22.063 


1885.. 


4,871 


1,104 


5,975 


1,737 


10 


786 


180 


691 


21,238 


1888.. 


5,462 


1,009 


6,471 


1,247 


10 


750 


201 


902 


20,026 


1886.. 


6,789 


1,107 


6,846 


1,780 


10 


767 


189 


1,002 


22,227 


1887.. 


6,122 


1,242 


7,364 


932 


n 


676 




1,031 


21,414 


1887.. 


5,741 


1,259 


7,000 


1,437 


10 


774 


194 


1,062 


21,162 


1888.. 


6,062 


1,247 


7,299 


1,688 


10 


779 


193 


1,105 


21,097 


1888.. 


6,254 


1,294 


7,548 


1,349 


10 


782 


196 


1,160 


21,015 


1889.. 


6,685 


1,491 


8,076 


2,026 


10 


785 


194 


1,179 


20,338 


1889.. 


6,880 


1,675 


8,465 


2,100 


10 


789 


198 


1,208 


19,098 


Tot'ls 


181,068 


25,192 


192,176 


84,486 


8i 


18,181 


2,837 


20818: 


19,098 



+ Loss. 
Also, £4,660 Special Depreofation, making a Total of i{26,S78. Bonus 
on Wages amountiag to £3,199 has been distributed amongst the 
Employes. Donations to Charitable or Public Objects amount 
to £598. 
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list of ^bawbiiMiws. 

o— :{5iiiiiiiniiiiiiiriiiii£j>— 
CO-OPERATIYE SOCIETIES. 






1 


Aberdare 


Burnopfield 






1 


Accrington and Church 


Bury 






1 


Amble 


Chelsea and Fulham 






1 

1 


Annfield Plain 

Aspatria 

Backworth 

Bacup 

Baildon 

Banbury 

Barrowford Industrial 

Barrowford Progressive 

Batley 

Battersea and Wandsworth 


Chester-le-Street 

Childs Hill & Cricklewood 

Choppington 

Churwell 

Clayton-le-Moors 

Cleckheaton 

Colchester and East Essex 

Colne 

Consett Indus. & Provident 

Co-operative Insurance 






1^ 

3 


Bedford 


Co-operative Newspaper 






Bingley 


Co-operative Union 






r?^ 


Birkenshaw 

Birtley 

Blackley 

Blaenavon 

Blaydon District Industrial 

Bolton, Great and Little 

Borough of Gravesend 

Borough of Marylebone 

Bowes Park 

Bradford Provident 

Brixton Industrial 

Brixton Result 

Broomhill 


Co-operative Wholesale 

Cramlington District 

Crays 

Crewe Friendly 

Delph 

Derby Provident 

Derwent Flour 

Dewsbury Pioneers' 

Disley 

Doncaster Mutual 

Droylsden 

Durham 

Earlestown 


%g^' 








-- - - 


J^i 
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V^^ "^^ LIST OF SHAREHOLDERS.-Continued. 




East Surrey 


Long Eaton 




Eccles 


Low Moorsley 




Eccles Indus. Manufacturing 


Low Wortley 




Eckington 


Macclesfield 




Edgeworth 


Manchester & Salford Equit. 




Failsworth 


Maryport Industrial 




Farnworth and Kearsley 


-Masbro* Equitable 




Finsbury 


Meltham Industrial 




Gloucester 


Middleton and Tonge 




r Great Horton 


Milford 




Greenfield 


Mossley 




Guiseley 


New Brancepeth 




Hadfield 


Newbottle 




Halifax 


New Brompton 




Halstead 


New Mills 




Harwich and Dovercourt 


North Shields 




Haslingden 


Norwich 




Heckmondwike 


Oldham Equitable 




Hetton Downs 


Oldham Industrial 




b?5 Heywood 


Over Darwen 




r^ Higham 


Pelton Fell New 




Horwich Industrial 


Pendleton Industrial 




1 Howdon and Percy Main 


Pittington 




Hucknall Torkard 


Prestwich 




Huddersfield Industrial 


Ramsbottom 




Hulme Pioneers' 


Rawtenstall Industrial 




Hyde 


Reading 




Keighley 


Reigate 




Kensington & Notting Hill 


Ripley 




Kirkby-in-Furness 


Rochdale Equitable Pioneers* 




Lenton and Nottingham 


Rochester 




Lewes 


Roe Green 




Lincoln 


Rugby 




Little Hulton 


Seaton Delaval 
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§^ LIST OF SHAREHOLDERS.-CoM^j««^rf. 






Sheerness 


Walker-on-Tyne 




ii 


Shotley Bridge 


Wallsend Industrial 






Silsoe 


Waterfoot 






Skipton 


Waterloo 


' 


ii 


Slaithwaite 


West Stanley 


1 


II 


Sowerby Bridge Industrial 


Whaley Bridge 


1 


!! 


Stacksteads 


Whitefield and Unsworth 


1 


1 


Stanhope and Weardale 


Willesden Junction 


1 


1 


Stockton-on-Tees 


Wilton Sidney Herbert 


1 


1 


Stone 


Wimbledon and Merton 


i 




Stratford 


Windhill 




1 


Sunderland Equitable 


Windy Nook 


1 


1 


Swarthmoor and Ul vers ton 


Wm. Thomson & Sons Ltd. 






Tanfield 


Woolfold 




1 

1 


Tottington 


Workington 


i 


! 


Uppermill 


Worksop 


1 


1 


Walkden 




! 


1 


^* 




1 
1 


1 

1 

1 
i 

1 

1 

1 






1 
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PiiNTiNe Society 




^ 






^ 



LIMITED. 



kETTEKPREgg PRI^TERg 



AND PUBLISHERS, 



LITJ10fiRJIPJlER,S. BOOK.Bi;iDERS. 



Kceoa^T-BooK mkkeks. 



DESIGHERS, EHGRAVESS, 



/l^^HLlFAeTLlK+^lQ /2TAT+0H^K^. ^q®- 



W 
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92, CoRPOR7\Tio^ Street, 



Js[ew Mouj^t Street. 

40, HKSH BRIDGE. 
6, Sklisbuky Court, 

FliBBJP S^lI^BBlIt, GM. 
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MEMORANDUM FORMS, BILL HEADS, NOTE 
HEADINGS, ADVICE NOTES, 

&c., &c., 
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 



ESTIMATES FREE ON APPLICATION. 






THE 

CO-OPERATIVE PRINTING SOCIETY 

ARE MAKERS OF 

D.SY BOOK.S & GMH BOOK.S; 

Members' Ledgers, with printed headings; 
Contribution, Withdrawal, Declaration, Residence, 

Transfer, Share Register, and Minute Books; I 

Shareholders' and Merchants' Ledgers; i 

^EMBERS' pass BOOl^S; 

V Nomination and Transfer Books. 
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Co-opepative Ppinting Society 



h 



\\ 

I We beg to draw your attention to our large and 

I increasing business in 

PROGRAMMES AND TICKETS 

FOR 

Jea panties, Geneerts, pestiVals, 5^e. 

flirfisfic Printing. 



The facilities at our disposal enable us to produce 

designs of a first-class character, and 

we can safely say that for 

EXCEIakEJ^eE OF DEgl(^J<[ 



gUPEKIOK WOKKM?\J^SHIP 

We can bear favourable comparison with any 
house in the trade. 

If 



C 7S 1 r- 1 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 




-s^ --y;.,^ 



Co-op^ratib^ Jrhiting ^nmtg 



LIMITED. 



** Some of the choicest productions ever published." 
"When framed, fit for a drawing-room." 



In calling the attention of Committees of Co-operative 
Societies to the subject of 

' CHH0MO ALMAHACS 

IFOie. 1891, 

We take the opportunity of thanking our numerous friends for 
i their very loyal support in this branch of our trade. 

We have now completed our arrangements for designs for 
the coming season, and we do not hesitate to say that they are 
equal to anything ever shown before. Many of our designs are 
really well worth framing. 

We strongly recommend societies to see our very pretty 
and artistic samples ; and we would again remind committees 
I that to get the best designs it is necessary to order early. 

I Vp Much delay and disappointment is caused by ordering in Octo- 
v^ ber and November, as the prettiest designs are the first to run 
I out of print. July and August are by far the best months to 

order in, as then it ensures customers getting exactly what 
they require. 

We do not invoice until December, if desired. 

Our traveller will wait upon committees and managers, at 
any time they will appoint, with samples and prices. 



Samples and Prices of Chromo Almanacs for 1891 

May be seen at the Exhibition of the Co-operative Congress at 
Glasgow in Whit-week, or at any other time on the premises of 
the Co-operative Printing Society, 92, Corporation Street, 
Manchester; at their Branch Works, 40, High Bridge, New- 
castle-on-Tyne ; or at the London Branch Works, 6, Salisbury 
Court, Fleet Street, B.C. In the case of distant societies, 
samples will be sent to committees post free (parcel post) one 
way. 
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*>^j "SPECIAL" 

CIDIiromo f resentatiott |ilmana(5. 



i| 



We have, during the last few seasons, arranged for a 
new feature in 

©HF^OMO ©IGTUF^B fiLMANAGS, 

whereby they are made not only ornamental hut most useful. 
The method is to have an attractive picture, in colours, 
as a centre-piece, and various matters of information 
round the margin relating to the Society ordering; tht 
whole being headed by a very attractive advertisement 
of the Society itself lithographed in colours. These 
* * Special'' Chromo Almanacs are really a first-class 
investment for the larger societies. No less quantity 
than i,ooo of a *^ Special'' could be undertaken. 

For further particulars, apply to 

CHROMO DEPARTMENT, 

^o--opexaivoz printing §ocid^, ^anc^es^iex^ 
0V ^xaxic^e^. 



NOTE. — Samples may be seen at the Glasgow 
Congress Exhibition, or at the various premises of the 
Printing Society. 
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Illustrated Co-operatiYe Book Almanac, 



1891. 



Crown 8vOm S^pp.t and Printed Cover; Diary added if desired. 






S 



In drawing attention to our Illustrated Co-operative 
Book Almanac, we wish to thank those friends who so kindly 
and liberally rewarded our efforts to please in this direction last 
year. We are gratified to state that we had again last season 
a very large sale, and obtained many testimonials to the merits 
of our Annual Book Almanac (see page oo). 

We beg to assure our friends that we shall again endeavour 
to deserve their good wishes. 

In this Almanac will be found two pages of interesting 
and useful co-operative statistics, and the usual page of note- 
worthy co-operative events occurring between the Congress of 
1890 and that of 1891; besides these matters, the Book 
Almanac will contain valuable Postal and other information, 
together with Portraits and short Biographies of the Presidents 
of the Glasgow Congress. Six full-page Engravings, carefully 
chosen with a view to interest and please, and numerous other 
illustrations of a high-class character will also be found. 
A Diary is added at end of the Almanac for those societies 
requiring it, but it is quite optional. 

Samples, including Diary, will be forwarded to committees 
in due course. 

The Prices of Book Almanacs are as follow, 
with two pages of own matter: — 



750 500 



350 



250 



150 



£6. 10s. £3. 10s. £3. £2. 2s. £1.12s.6d. £1.7s.6d.l8s.6d. 15b. 

LARGER (QUANTITIES BY SPECIAL CONTF^CT. 

Quotations for special matter above the two pages allowed to 
Societies will be cheerfully given on application. 



DIARY TO ACCOMPAHY BOOK ALMAMC— 16 PAGES. 



3s. per 100. 



20s. per 1,000. 



>C^ 



m. 
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W-^ tllustnated Ge-epenatiVe Beek ^Imanae 



fen 1890. 



Press Opinions of current issue. 

The Manchester Co-operative Printers have issued to societies 

' throughout the country specimen copies of their Book and Sheet 

Almanacs for 1890, with full particulars of terms on which they 

I can be supplied. The Book Almanac, as usual, consists of 

, thirty-two pages, giving a great variety of judiciously selected 

2: and well arranged matter, and a number of finely executed 

9 views and portraits. The portraits are those of the three 

I chairmen of the Ipswich Congress — Professor Marshall, Mr. B. 

I Jones, and Mr. G. Hines; and among the views is one of 

I Wolsey*s Gate, Ipswich, from a photograph by Mr. J. C. 

Hattersley (manager of the Manchester Equitable Society), and 

another of the tower of St. John's College Chapel, Cambridge, 

from a photograph by Mr. R. Hyde (Printing Society). There 

i is also a good view of the Senate House, Cambridge, and of the 

Victoria Embankment, London. Brief descriptions of the views 

are given, and short biographical notices of the subjects of the 

portraits. The rest of the matter is of a varied, useful, and 

I entertaining character, and evidences great painstaking and 

care on the part of the compiler. The Sheet Almanac has a 

'^ fine picture of the Bank and Royal Exchange, London, and is 

1^^ so arranged as to allow considerable space for local information. 

^ The general excellence of the selections, the arrangement, and 

workmanship displayed in these almanacs, and the cheap rate 

at which they are offered, ought to secure for them an extensive 

distribution. — Co-op. News^ November itth, 1889. 



The Book and Sheet Almanacs issued by the Co-operative 
Printing Society of Manchester, London, and Newcastle, are 
now ready, and are of the usual interesting character, being fully 
equal to their predecessors from both a literary and pictorial 
point of view, which is the highest praise that can be given 
them. As a means of information for members of stores, and 
for bringing in new members, they are unrivalled, abounding in 
useful co-operative and social bits bearing on our movement. 
The pictures are excellent, and calculated to please young and 
old alike. We strongly commend them to the attention of 
committees and societies in the south. — Metropolitan Co-op- 
erator^ December^ 1889. 
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CO-OPERATI¥E PRINTING SOCIETY 



Illa;gtpateS S^eet Slmanae 

FOR 1891. 

0. This is a most useful Almanac for those societies who wish 

y to: place prominently before their members the various dates 
of quarterly and other meetings, times for paying dividend, 
last dates for bringing in checks, &c. 

The calendar is printed on a large scale, and is filled in 
with various co-operative, historical, and other events. It is 
now a customary feature for societies to have the various 
items just named relating to their own stores picked out in red 
ink, which not only serves a useful purpose, but gives the 
Almanac a more ornamental appearance, and does not greatly 
add to the cost. 



!^ 



Samples of Book and SUeet Jllmanacs 

Will be forwarded to committees in due course 

(probably about September next), and we trust to receive 

orders early, to avoid overcrowding at end of year. 

Prices of Royal Sheet Almanacs are as follow : — 

2,ooo i,ooo 750 500 §50 250 150 100 

£4.58. £2.108. £2. 8b. £1. 15b. £1. 7s. £1. Is. 148. IOb. 

These prices are for the Almanacs with the blanks on 
each side of picture filled with own matter, but no other 
alteration. 

Extra for printing special dates in Calendar in red averages 
about £1 per 1,000 or less. 



I 
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THE] 
AGAIN CALL ATTENTION TO THEIR 

Xh CHECK BOOKS. 

Crown 8vo. oblonq, in neat Paper Cover, 

Containing 1,000 Checks and 1,000 Duplicates each, on 

Eight Colours of Paper, and in the first Eight 

Letters of the Alphabet, 

Thus enabling societies to secure a different colour of paper 
for each separate department, and a different initial letter for 
eight shopmen in the same department, making altogether 
64 kinds of Check Books. 

PRICE 6s. PER DOZEN. 
liABGE QUANTITIES ON SPECIAL TEBMS, 

She Banbuf^y (shbgi^ Booi^, 

Which commands such a large sale, we have also reprinted in 
eight colours of paper, of a better quality than formerly, and 
great care has been taken in the working, so as to have them 
perfectly accurate. They contain 2,000 Checks and 2,000 
Duplicates in each book. 

PRICE 148. PER DOZEN. 

SPECIAL TEBMS ^OB LABGE OBDEBS. 

Shb"€I66lbs"^hb6i^ System 

(copyright). 
Without Doubt the SIMPLEST and BEST Check System Extant, 

Invented and introduced by Mr. Thomas Wood, late 
accountant at the Manchester Wholesale. 

Printed particulars on application to the Printing Society, 

Manchester; or Messrs. Appleby and Wood, Accountants, 

Spring Gardens, Manchester. 

Estimates given for any Special Check System. 
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BINDING OF LIBRARY WORKS 



IS A SPKCIAIi FEATUEE 

In connection with the Co-operative Printing Society; 
and as we execute orders for many of the large institutions 
in Manchester and District, we desire to bring this branch of 
the business before the notice of our customers and Societies 
generally. 



FoF Sfafioneiry Boobs, 

SUCH AS 

^ LEDGERS, JOURNALS, <• ^- ^ * 
DAY BOOKS, CASH BOOKS, 
^ INVOICE GUARD BOOKS, 

I — Ac, Ac, — 

I We have gained the reputation of being classed amongst the 

I best houses in the trade. 



Price Lists or Estimates may be obtained on application at 
92, CORPORATION STREET, MANCHESTER. 
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Tm & OOFFEE PEiPERg. 



The Propaganda Scheme may, to a great extent, be 
efiectually carried out by advertising and setting forth the 
advantages of Co-operation in every available and legitimate- 
way ; and in order to counteract the attacks made against the 
principle and system of Co-operation by unscrupulous enemies, 
few things could be more effective than using the space, often 
wasted, on Tea and Coffee Wrappers, by quoting, in an attrac- 
tive manner, the opinions and testimonies of some of the 
greatest and most learned men of the day. 

We have over fifty formes in type, specially arranged for 
Tea and Coffee Papers, and societies ordering can have their 
own names, &c., added to any they select. 

They are printed on good white or coloured paper, and cut 
up in sizes ready for use at about 5d. per lb. complete. Special 
quotations given for large orders. 

Intending purchasers are invited to send for a sample set 
of designs and literary matter, which will be forwarded free. 



I\^' 
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Some time ago we offered prizes for Pictorial Co-operative 
Designs for Tea and Coffee Papers, and we are now in a 
position to sell 

LITHOGEAPHED TEA PAPERS. 

IN COLOURED INK. 
These are both attractive in appearance and useful in practice. 

We shall be pleased to forward Patterns, post free, to 
all committees wishing to see them. 

Prices, including Printing and Cutting to sizes required, 
average about 6d. per lb. The various designs are registered 
copyright. 



CO-OPERATIYE PRINTING SOCIETY Limited, 

92, Corporation Street, Manchester.- 

AND branches. 
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